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and suturing other subcutaneous structures. I have elsewhere
expressed the opinion that it is unnecessary to suture the spinal
membranes in the majority of instances. I have followed out
the idea in a number of cases without cause for regret. It
applies to operations for spina bifida as well as to other
procedures. The remnants of the sac fold into a mass which
plugs the opening and is held in place by the covering of wire,
and adhesions soon take place which render sutures
superfluous. A certain amount of danger of catgut infection is
thus avoided, and considerable valuable time saved. Dr. H. O.
Marcy insists on the value of the Trendelenburg position,
asserting that gravity will materially assist in the prevention of
the escape of cerebro-spinal fluid. This seems to be open to
question, to say the least. The fluid is contained in...
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