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indexed. Not illustrated. 1842 Excerpt: .like a cat in a strange garret. His external intercourse had, all his life,
been with the plain, honest rustics of his native village, and he knew no other phraseology than theirs, for the
purposes of ordinary conversation. But, living among his books the greater part of his time, he could at will
retire into a society where high thoughts were moulded into felicitous language, and where rusticity was
unknown. Give him a pen, and he could converse like a Chesterfield. To judge him from his spoken language,
you would say that he was ignorant of the commonest rules of grammar, as well as of polished life. He had
devoted himself for more than ten years to the study of the law, having pursued it rather with the enthusiasm of
a lover, than with the practical purposes of a tradesman. Having inherited an humble patrimony, he spent
nearly the whole of it in the purchase of a library; and, finally, mustering his courage, he removed to New York,
and was admitted to the bar. He seemed constitutionally unfitted, however, for the active business of his
profession. He could hardly look a strange client in the face; and though armed with precedents upon every
point of law, and possessing far more learning than half of the judges on the bench, his unconquerable
bashfulness wholly incapacitated him as an advocate. The pertest pettifogger could abash and confound him;
for it is easy enough for a fool to ask...
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