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Cork University Press. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, The Life and Work of George Boole: A
Prelude to the Digital Age, MacHale Desmond, This book, aimed at the general reader, is the first full-length
biography of George Boole (1815 - 1864) who has been variously described as the founder of pure mathematics,
father of computer science and discoverer of symbolic logic. Boole is mostly remembered as a mathematician
and logician whose work found application in computer science long aFer his death, but this biography reveals
Boole as much more than a mathematical genius; he was a child prodigy, self-taught linguist and practical
scientist, turbulent academic and devoted teacher, social reformer and poet, psychologist and humanitarian,
religious thinker and good family man - truly a nineteenth-century polymath. George Boole was born in
Lincoln, England, the son of a struggling shoemaker. Boole was forced to leave school at the age of sixteen and
never attended a university. He taught himself languages, natural philosophy and mathematics. AFer his
father's business failed he supported the entire family by becoming an assistant teacher, eventually opening his
own boarding school in Lincoln. He began to produce original mathematical research and, in 1844, he was
awarded the first gold medal for mathematics by the Royal Society. Boole was deeply interested in the idea of
expressing the workings of the human mind in symbolic form, and his two books on this subject, The
Mathematical Analysis of Logic (1847) and An Investigation of the Laws of Thought (1854) form the basis of
today's computer science and electronic circuitry. He also made important contributions to areas of
mathematics such as invariant theory (of which he was the founder), diIerential and diIerence equations and
probability. Much of the 'new mathematics' now studied by children in school - set theory, binary...
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