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United States. Excerpt: . . . 12 the lives of seniors in my District and across this country, that is a blatant
disregard for their lives. It is not good enough. Seniors in my District felt extreme disrup-tion in their lives of
HMO pullouts and they dont want to go through this again. Finally, I agree with the written testimony of Dr.
Berenson, who points out that these disruptions actually underscore the impor-tance of the need for a Medicare
reform plan, and particularly in-cluding prescription drug coverage as a part of Medicare. That is the reason
overwhelmingly that seniors in my District chose the Medicare Choice. So lets keep this in mind. Medicare today
is an incomplete pro-gram without drug coverage. Seniors know that and that is why, as I said, many have
chosen Medicare HMOs. So as we consider how Medicare Choice is doing, or major re-forms to the program like
switching to a voucher or premium sup-port plan, lets keep in mind our seniors need for a stability in the
programs that we choose. Thank you. Ill yield back the balance of my time. Mr. B. I thank the gentlelady.
ILIRAKIS Mr. Pallone for an opening statement ALLONE Mr. P. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Again, I want to thank
you, also, for holding this hearing. It is very important that this subcommittee continue to monitor the
implementation of the Medicare Choice program. Although the vast majority of Medicare beneficiaries still
receive their care...
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