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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Bulletin of the Pennsylvania Museum: Memorial Hall,
Fairmount Park, Philadelphia A fine specimen of seventeenth century Spanish wood sculpture, painted in
polychrome and gilt on gesso, spread over carved walnut, has been acquired recently by the Pennsylvania
Museum. The group represents the Madonna and Child receiving the homage of the Magi. One of the latter is
kneeling at her feet kissing the foot of the Holy Child; one is standing by her side on her right, holding in his
hands a golden cruet, and the outline of his form marks, to the right, the outline of the group. On the other side
must have stood the third of the Magi whose figure, however, is entirely missing. The block of walnut here has
been cut o  short, leaving that end of the group unfinished, although it is coated with red color, quite unlike the
base, which is delicately decorated in finest pol chrome and gilt design on gesso. The specimen is said to be of
the seventeenth century; it may be earlier. It is two feet ten inches in height, by two feet in width in its present
condition. The figures are half life size. But for the missing figure, it is well preserved: and the rich polychrome
elaborated in gold, and the general treatment of the figures, are characteristic of the Spanish method of the
time. In Gothic times, the practice was universal of painting and gilding sculptures of all kinds. Stone, wood,
ivory, and even metal were colored in an e ort at realism inherited from the older civilizations. The painter and
sculptor, when not one and the same, worked together. The Flemish artist influenced...
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